Adult Discipleship Teacher Covenant

We praise the Lord for your interest in using your spiritual gifts in the teaching ministry of this congregation. Serving as a teacher in the Church is a great honor and responsibility, as those who teach will be judged with greater strictness (James 3:1). In order to understand more fully how God has prepared you for this calling, please provide the following biographical information and affirm the Teacher Covenant with your signature.
Name:




Please describe how God brought you to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ?

How long have you been a member of this church?


In what areas have you been serving the congregation?

In what ways has God confirmed that he has given you the gift of teaching and is calling you to serve as a teacher in this congregation? 


As a member congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), we are committed to teaching the whole counsel of the Word of God and uphold the doctrinal and ecclesiastical positions presented in the Westminster Standards, which include the Westminster Confession of Faith along with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. These standards are helpful in that they faithfully present the doctrines taught in Holy Scripture. Those who lead and teach regularly in our adult educational programs are expected to submit in the Lord to the Session and adhere to the Westminster Standards, particularly the following theological points:
1. The Bible, which consists of the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, is the inspired and infallible Word of God, without error in the original manuscripts, and is the final rule and guide of faith and practice.

2. The whole counsel of God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture. Nothing, at any time, is to be added, whether by alleged new revelations of the Spirit (e.g., visions, prophecies, "word of knowledge," etc.) or by the traditions of men.

3. There is but one true and living God. This God exists in three persons, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; these three are one God, the same in substance, and equal in power and glory.

4. All mankind, beginning with the original sin of Adam, is spiritually dead because of sin and in need of the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit. Personal faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners is required for salvation from eternal damnation.
5. Satan is a fallen angel and is the ruler of the spiritual powers of darkness. He is the arch enemy of God and man.
6. Jesus Christ is the Son of God, at the same time fully God and fully man. He is the only Savior and Lord of mankind. By his death on the cross, Jesus made atonement for the sin of His people. He rose from the dead and now sits at the right hand of the Father. Jesus will physically return in His glorified body to judge the living and the dead, thoroughly defeat Satan, and reign forever.
7. The Holy Spirit applies to believers the redemption purchased by Christ on the cross. The Spirit convinces men of their sin and misery, enlightens their minds to the knowledge of Christ, and renews their wills, thereby persuading and enabling them to embrace Christ, as He is offered in the gospel. Faith is a saving grace through which the Spirit unites believers to Christ, thereby imparting to them all the benefits of Christ's redemption.
8. According to the promise of Christ, the Holy Spirit dwells in every believer, enabling them to die unto sin and live unto righteousness. The Spirit works to glorify Christ, manifesting a variety of gifts through individual believers that are designed to edify the Church, which is the body of Christ.
9. Good works are the fruit and evidence of a true and lively faith, and by them believers manifest their gratitude for their salvation by God's grace, strengthen their assurance, edify fellow believers, adorn the profession of the gospel, and glorify God. The ability to do good works is wholly from the Spirit of Christ, and believers must never grow negligent but rather be diligent in stirring up the grace of God that is in them.
10. The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and immediately pass into glory; and their bodies being still united to Christ, rest in their graves until the resurrection. The bodies of believers are resurrected unto eternal life, and the bodies of unbelievers are resurrected unto eternal damnation.
Adult Discipleship Teacher Covenant

"By my signature, I affirm the 10 theological points described in this Teacher Covenant. In order to maintain the purity and peace of the Church, I agree to uphold the doctrinal standards of the PCA.

"I promise to use the gifts God has given me to teach others from His Word, leading them to a deeper understanding of God and the grace freely offered to all men in the gospel. 

"As a teacher in this congregation, I will submit in the Lord to the authority and direction of the Session through the Adult Discipleship Ministry Team. If I find myself out of accord with any of the doctrinal standards of this congregation or the PCA, I will take the initiative to explain my convictions to a member of the pastoral staff, the Adult Discipleship Ministry Team, or the Session."

Signature


Date

________________________________

_______


