Questions
for understanding the
Basics of the Faith…

WHY DO WE HAVE CREEDS?
by Burk Parsons

TO THE READER: A good learning technique is to answer the following questions BEFORE reading the
booklet. After reading, you can refine your answers based on your reading. Then, when your group gathers,
each can discuss his or her view and you can either affirm or modify what you wrote.
1. When you use the phrase “I believe,” what do you mean, and what is your belief based on? (5-7)

2. Who, or what, grants us our “rights?” Your answer to this will determine your creed, that is, what you
believe. (7-8)

3. What does the word “religion” mean? (9-12)

4. Do we have to live according to what we believe? (12-15)

5. Do you see anything wrong the phrase: “I have no creed but Christ.” (15-18)

6. If we write down what we believe the Bible teaches (a creed), why can’t we consider that as authoritative
as the Bible? (19-20)
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7. If Creeds do not teach us anything new, and if creeds exist simply to affirm what Scripture teaches, how
are creeds useful? (20-25)

8. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-7; Philippians 2:6-11; 1 Timothy 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; 2 Timothy 2:11; Titus 3:3-8. What
might these “trustworthy” or “faithful” sayings be considered? (25-29)

9. What might be some useful ways to use creeds? (29-32)

10. How should we view a Bible-believing church which holds a different creed than ours? (32-35)

After going through these questions, read the text and fill in the answers in preparation for class, noting other
questions you might have. [By the way, if you do have any other questions about what you read, write them
down here so you remember them at class time.]
APPLICATION
For the Group
For each week you study together, try to bring in the part of your church’s creed which seeks to clarify the
area you are studying.
For the Members of the Group
Get a copy of your church’s creed. Read it slowly, trying to digest its deep truths. Look up every Scripture
reference given to back up the statement. Write down any questions you have and share them with the
group.
For Further Study
Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes, G.I. Williamson. P&R, 2003.
Assured by God: Living in the Fullness of God’s Grace, Burk Parsons. P&R, 2007.
Connected: Living in the Light of the Trinity, Sam Allberry. P&R, 2013.
Training Hearts, Teaching Minds: Family Devotions Based on the Shorter Catechism, Starr Meade. P&R, 2000.
Find this and more at www.pcabookstore.com.
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